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BAUCUS
MEMORIAL DAY SPEECH
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
MAY 30, 1983
THANK YOU*
I AM PROUD TO BE HERE WITH YOU TODAY TO PAY TRIBUTE TO
MONTANA S VETERANS. THESE MEN AND WOMEN LEFT THEIR FAMILIES AND
FRIENDS HERE AT HOME TO FIGHT IN FOREIGN LANDS TO PRESERVE THIS
NATION' S FREEDOM*
HUNDREDS OF MONTANANS FROM SHERIDAN COUNTY LOST THEIR LIVES
DEFENDING THIS COUNTRY* MANY OTHERS SUFFERED INJURIES THAT LEFT
THEM PERMANENTLY DISABLED-
BECAUSE OF THEIR SERVICE, AMERICA IS AT PEACE TODAY* NOW WE
MUST DO ALL WE CAN TO PRESERVE THAT PEACE SO THAT OUR CHILDREN
AND OUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN WILL NEVER HAVE TO GO TO WAR.
IN WASHINGTON, I AM WORKING TO STRENGTHEN OUR NATIONAL
DEFENSE. A STRONG UNITED STATES WILL DETER OTHER COUNTRIES FROM
SEEKING A MILITARY SOLUTION TO THEIR DISPUTES*
I SUPPORT INCREASING OUR DEFENSE SPENDING, BUT THE KEY
QUESTION IS: HOW DO WE BEST SPEND THOSE DEFENSE DOLLARS?
FIRST, WE NEED TO BOLSTER OUR CONVENTIONAL FORCES- SEVERAL
ACTIONS SHOULD BE TAKEN IN THIS AREA, SUCH AS: 0 INCREASING
MILITARY PAY TO OUR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN*
0 DEVOTING MORE TIME AND MONEY TO THE PROPER MAINTENANCE OF
OUR
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WEAPONS*
0 INCREASING THE TIME AND MONEY SPENT ON TRAINING OUR
MILITARY PERSONN.EL*
THE NEW STRATEGIC TRAINING CENTER PROPOSED j
MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE, AS WELL AS THE TRAINING RANGES -F-"R
HAVRE AND FORSYTH, ARE GOOD EXAMPLES OF THE KIND OF INVESTMENT WE
SHOULD BE MAKING IN MILITARY READINESS. THESE WILL PROVIDE OUR
FIGHTER PILOTS WITH CRITICAL REAL-LIFE BATTLE TRAINING*
WHILE MY FOCUS HERE IS ON STRENGTHENING AMERICAN
CONVENTIONAL FORCES, I THINK WE SHOULD NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE
CONTRIBUTION OUR ALLIES CAN MAKE TO OUR JOINT DEFENSE NEEDS*
OUR WESTERN EUROPEAN ALLIES SHOULD BE ASKED TO DO MORE IN
THE CONVENTIONAL AREA. NUCLEAR WEAPONS WOULD NOT HAVE TO PLAY
SUCH A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN EUROPE IF NATO'S CONVENTIONAL FORCES
WERE ADEQUATE*
THE SAME IS TRUE FOR JAPAN. THE JAPANESE CAN CERTAINLY
AFFORD TO PAY A LARGER SHARE OF THEIR DEFENSE*
THE NUCLEAR ARMS RACE HAS BECOME AN EXERCISE IN REDUNDANCY
AND FUTILITY-
IT HAS -BEEN REDUNDANT BECAUSE EACH SIDE HAS HAD THE CAPACITY
FOR MANY YEARS TO INFLICT UNACCEPTABLE DAMAGE ON THE OTHER*
IT HAS BEEN FUTILE BECAUSE EACH STEP-UP TO ACHIEVE
SUPERIORITY HAS MERELY RESULTED IN THE OTHER SIDE STEPPING UP ITS
WEAPONRY AS WELL*
To MAINTAIN THE PEACE WE MUST HAVE A STRONG NUCLEAR
DETERRENT FORCE. BUT THAT IS NOT ENOUGH. To STOP THE WASTE AND
INCREASING RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ARMS RACE, WE MUST HAVE ARMS
CONTROL*
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WE MUST NEGOTIATE WITH THE SOVIETS MUTUAL, VERIFIABLE
LIMITATIONS IN OUR NUCLEAR WEAPONRY. ONCE WE ARE SUCCESSFUL IN
SLOWING THE BUILD-UP OF WEAPONS THROUGH NEGOTIATED LIMITATIONS,
WE CAN MOVE EVEN BEYOND THE MUTUAL FREEZE CONCEPT AND WORK TOWARD
ACHIEVING ACTUAL REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR WEAPONRY*
THE UNITED STATES NEEDS A STRONG DEFENSE* IT IS THE ONLY
WAY TO ENSURE THAT OUR COUNTRY WILL REMAIN AT PEACE THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD*
WE HAVE SURVIVED TWO WORLD WARS, KOREA, VIETNAM AND OTHERS.
WE IN MONTANA CAN BE PROUD OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED IN
THESE WARS. THEY DESERVE OUR DEEPEST RESPECT AND GRATITUDE*
BAUCUS NODS TO KATHY WILSON -- SHE HANDS HIM A PLAQUE.
DRUMMER BEGINS A SOFT ROLL ON SNARE DRUM, TO BE CONTINUED
THROUGHOUT THE PRESENTATION.
BAUCUS INTRO TO PRESENTATION:
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WE VE COME NOW TO A VERY SPECIAL TIME
IN OUR PROGRAM TODAY. MIKE (FANNING), WOULD YOU PLEASE JOIN ME
AT THE PODIUM*
I'M PROUD TO HAVE THE HONOR OF REPRESENTING THE PEOPLE OF
MONTANA, AND ALL VETERANS, IN PRESENTING A SPECIAL AWARD TO
MICHAEL FANNING*
THIS AWARD IS BEING GIVEN TO MIKE BY HIS HOME-TOWN LEGION
OST OF PLENTYWOOD, IN RECOGNITION OF HIS DEDICATED EFFORTS TO
BRING HONOR AND TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED OUR COUNTRY*
MICHAEL IS A NATIVE OF MICHIGAN, WHO HAS COME TO MONTANA TO
AKE HIS HOME WITH US* MIKE IS A VETERAN OF 8 YEARS WITH THE
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE, AND SERVED TOURS IN EUROPE, THE MIDDLE
EAST AND VIETNAM. HE WAS SEVERELY WOUNDED IN COMBAT DURING THE
VIETNAM CONFLICT*
MIKE, YOU HAVE GIVEN US YOUR BEST. AND TODAY, WE THANK YOU.
BAUCUS PRESENTS MIKE WITH PLAQUE.
